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tion, had them photographed on land as
they lay, then had them killed and brought
home to be pre-
served in mu-
seums. It was a
race to get them.
On the one hand,
there was a party
of Mexican con-
cessionaires who
were to slay and
boil down every
seal and sea-ele-
phant on the
island; on the
other, there was
a keen naturalist
collector. Fortu-
nately some of
the sea-elephants
were elsewhere at
the time of the
slaughter so that
when the island
was revisited by
anexploringparty
in 1919, a small
band of the enor-
mous beasts were
found still hold-
ing their own.
However, there is
no question that
they are a van-
ishing race. It
is right that we
should have
specimens in our
museums but
the law ought
to declare that
never should it
be necessary to
kill the last of
a species to pre-
serve its mummy
for the knowl-
edge of man-
kind. Science
should have its
representative
of every living thing, but there should be
no necessity for the last to be taken. The
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THE SEA LION, A LARGE SEA MAMMAL COMMONLY FOUND IN

ARCTIC AND ANTARCTIC WATERS.     THE BEST COMMERCIAL

SEALSKIN  IS  OBTAINABLE FROM  IT

nations should declare that the last shall
never be reached of any species of animal

in the world, if
by staying the
cruel and rapa-
cious hand of man
such a disgrace-
ful contingency
can be avoided.
It is not sug-
gested, of course,
even by the most
ardent naturalist,
that the entire
seal family should
be granted an
immunity from
capture for com-
merce enjoyed by
few other mam-
mals. Seals work
havoc on fishing-
grounds, and the
Danish govern-
ment until recent-
ly paid a consid-
erable sum for
every seal de-
stroyed in its
waters. Were the
seal left to in-
crease unchecked
in waters all over
the world it
would event-
ually constitute
a serious danger
to our supply of
fish. The condi-
tion has not the
least possibility
of arising; the
true seals have
no friend at any
court, and seem
doomed to al-
most certain ex-
tinction unless
they, too, can
be granted a
small sanctuary
where the naturalists of future generations
can find them in their natural state.
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